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county Fairfax INVENTORY #119
TOWN vicni Ty Annandale
sTReeTno. 5252 Port Royal Road 2. name Ravensworth (Destroyed 1926)

Annandale, Virginia
oricinaL owner William Fitzhugh
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4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION TPENM TO PUBLIC NO

The tract, purchased in 1685 by the first William Fitzhugh from the original grantee, John
Matthews, contained almost 22,000 acres in what is now Fairfax County. The land was sur-
veyed in 1690 and a direct grant was confirmed in 1694. The boundaries extended roughly
from present-day Fairfax City to Falls Church, south to the vicinity of Pohick Church, then
west and northwest to the beginning. A group of French Huguenots was installed as tenant
farmers to raise tobacco, and later Ravensworth Road, a tobacco rolling road, was established
with the tidewater port of Colchester on the Occoquan River as its destination.

In 1796, the first William's namesake and great grandson purchased a townhouse at 607
Oronoco Street in Alexandria from which he supervised the construction of the Ravensworth
mansion on the portion of the estate south of Braddock Road. On August 1, 1926, the mansion
house was the victim of an arsonist. Many priceless portraits in the extensive family collec-
tion were saved, but 17 were lost. The Virginia Historical Society was given the remaining
paintings, and some of the antique furniture saved was given to "Arlington House." The
estate was sold in 1957 for development and remains in the family cemetery were removed to
| Fairfax Cemetery across from Truro Episcopal Church.
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