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Murder Trials in Fraokin County; :
Mavong, Franklin Co., Satarday, Avg. 5. .

To the Editor of the New-York Daily Times ;
Not havingseen in any of your City papers |
an account of the trialg which have excited so much :
! Interest throughout the Northerd part of the Btate ",
during the lust few weeks, I purpose to lay before: /
your readers o brief statement of thie circumstanse ¢
connected therewith, James M. Bioxporp and
Tuomas Cook, of Dickinson, in this County, the :
former at present only 21 years of age, and the laty

ter not yet 18, were indicted joinily for the murdet j
of JouN B, SEcoR, of Westchester County, on the
Gth day of June, 1853. They were arrested on the
8th of that month, and have rewained in jail at Ma-*{
lone ever since. 'The deceased, in company with
Wrient Van TasssLy, had come to these parts
to purchase horses; they had obtained six, and ,
carly on the moming of the day mentioned, were

pursuing their way through the forest in the town .

of I'ranklin, each leading two horses and riding a .
third, when a rifle-ball fired from a thicket by ¢
the waysido struck down SEcoRr who was a short -
distance in advance of his companion. The annals
of crime present few more revolting exhibitions.of
depravity than that which is seen in Bickrorn,

who, as the evidence shows, formed and dalibe-

rately exeented the design of muardering a stzanger

for the purpose of robbing him. As goon as#le °
shol was fired, Bickrorp stepped out of the
bushes, and was seen for a mowment by Vax Tag.
SELL, who addressed him, demanding ‘¢ whether ."»é
that was an aceident or done on purpose.” -The .-

murderer Jid not answer, hut rotired into- the '.Fs:'i
i

woods. VaN TasskLy, alarmed, and having“np .
means of defence upon his person, made hasta to
escape from the scene,  He reported the gad oeeur-
rence to several other persons, who immediately ™
vizited the body, and found that it had been robbed, %
The prisoners, vxlm at once became suspegted, *:
were followed and arrested near the Burke Station ';{?
on the Nortbern Railinad, 20 or 25 miles from the
place of the murder.  Bickrorn, when taken, was
reclining under a tree, and at a distance of "ah'out.;,
15 feet from him were found the wateh and pocket- '
hoek  of SEkcor, the latter containing a 3
large amount of wmoncy. Secor's watohkey !
was found upon his person. o

The trials took place at Malone, in the Court of ]
Oyer and Terminer, before Hon. A, B. Jayzs, Jug- =
tice of the Supreme Ceurt, Ilon. Joun Hurron,
County Judge, and Messrs. WaLLace and HotLis. i
TER, Justices. The proceedings commenced on
the 19th of July, and continued ten days. Mr, Pap- .|
vock, (Distriet Attorney,) Mr, SteTsoN and ’j
Messts, Panspnke and Frren appeared for the

people; and Messrs, Myuns, FLaNDpgs, Honps, ©

¢
1

and Tavior for Bickrorp, Messrs. oo, .-
Hongs and CANTWELL were subsequently assigned -,
by the Court as counsel for Coox. The prisoners
were tried separately, ‘T'he greatest eredit is due
to the District Attorney for the perscverance and
skill which he displayed in procuring and arranging °.
the testimony for the posceution, Not a circome -
stance of the minutest deseription was suffered to
pass unnaticed.  Every step taken by the prlson
ers, from the time they left Thomausville, their regi
dence, nntil they arrived at the woods where they
lay in wait for the travelers, and after the muarder
up to the moment of their arrest, was teaged with
singnlar weeurney, Ouo the part of Broxromp .
it wag allempled to impugn, to some extent,
the evidence of Van Tassenn, hy getting
up abswd  hypothesis, the only . effect. of
wlhich, however, was to exeite popular indigaation, ‘f
Bickrorn's defence was nceessarily of a very -
meagre character, though the mosrt that was possible -
was maje of it by the learned leading coungel, - /
Mr. Myunrs.  Inthis cace, after the charge from -
the Benel the Jury retired, and after an hour's de~ .
liberation, returned a verdict of guilty ! The pri-
soner received the announcement as he also did
the impressive sentence pronounced by Judge
Jamrs, with the same stdical indifference whieh
had marsed his demeanor from the first. Coox .»
intevposed no defence whatever, but through his
connsel made a statement in Court, confessing
himself to have been guilty as an « accessory after
the fact,” hut denying all previous participation in =
the criwe. The Jury in finding him guilty, ag
mincipal in the second degree, recommended him
tothe clemeney of the Governor. Both prisoners
were sentenced to be hung on the 22d day of Sep-
tember; but there is good reason to believe that -
Coox’e sentence will be commuted to imprison-
ment for & term of years in the State Prison;
It is understood that the members of the
Court, the progecuting counsel, the relations of °
the deceased SECoR, and the public generally, wilt
sign the application which is now being propared !
on his behalf. Itis reported, [ believe, morcover, |
that Biexrorn will make a full confossion, the
cficct of which will be to confirm the doclarations.
of Coox. The impressivn, indecd, is nniversal
that the latier was entively under the influence of
the former, and the vietim of the ciroumstances in
which he was'placed. He has just made a more
claborate statement upon oath, of the sume pmrportas.
the first, a copy of which I send you herewith, )
Bickrorv isa person who hashad the advan-
tages of a tolerable education, and has been a sohools
masterin this county. Ihs appearance, however, un-
redecmed by neatness of dress, is that of a des-
perado.  Coox s tetally uneducated, of simple
and frank manners, and apparently quite incapa-
ble of concetving or execwiing by himself sy of-
fence so heinous as that of which ho stands con-
victed. R
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