




































OAKTON HIGH SCHOOL BAND 2014-2015  Dr. VanValkenburg director@oaktonbands.com 
 

COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES: 

• To demonstrate an understanding of instrumental techniques including tone, intonation, time, and facility 
as applied to band literature 

• To learn the fundamentals of reading and performing music elements: pitch, rhythm, melody, harmonic 
structure, style, form, expression 

• To develop individual and ensemble skills through playing: articulation, balance, blend, expression, stage 
presence, confidence, cooperation 

• To perform music written for multiple parts with independent stability and ensemble unity 
• To demonstrate an understanding of performance etiquette through participation in required concert 

performances  
• To evaluate music performances in written and verbal form using music vocabulary and concepts 
• To study and play selections representing various historical periods, styles, and cultures, including music 

of the 20th century* 
 
*FCPS supports the study of various genres of band literature including, but not limited to: Sacred, Secular, 
American Folksongs, Multi-Cultural music, Traditional Spirituals, 20th Century Music, Major Band works or 
Classics.  A reasonable balance of each within a year will be the intent of the director.   
 
Link to Intermediate Band FCPS Program of studies: http://www.fcps.edu/is/pos/documents/es/bandInter.htm 
Link to Advanced Band FCPS Program of studies: http://www.fcps.edu/is/pos/documents/es/BandAdv.htm 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GRADING POLICY: 

Daily Evaluations     20%   
Playing Tests      30%   
Performance Assessments    30%   
After School/Extra Rehearsals    20%  
 
FCPS Grading Scale 
A (93-100)= 4.0  C+ (77-79)  = 2.3  F (below 64) = 0 
A- (90-92)  = 3.7  C (73-76) = 2.0 
B+ (87-89)  = 3.3  C- (70-72) = 1.7 
B (83-86)  = 3.0  D+ (67-69) = 1.3 
B- (80-82)  = 2.7  D (64-66) = 1.0 
 

• Daily Evaluation (20%) 
Students will be asked to perform selected parts of the music being prepared.  A grade will be assigned to 
each daily rehearsal.  Students should be in their seat with their instruments assembled on time, prepared 
with required materials, and ready to rehearse selected parts of the music.  Students are expected to be 
focused and on task in the rehearsal for the entire period. 
 

• Playing Tests (30%) 
Most playing tests will be assigned as home tests, to be recorded and emailed to the director 
at jamievanvalkenburg@gmail.com.  Requirements and due dates will be posted on Blackboard.  Late 
submissions will be given partial credit.  Failure to perform a playing test by the concert performance date 
will result in a grade of F (50%) for that particular test. 
 

http://www.fcps.edu/is/pos/documents/es/bandInter.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/is/pos/documents/es/BandAdv.htm
mailto:jamievanvalkenburg@gmail.com


• Performances (30%) 
Attendance at all performances is required.  Furthermore, students are required to stay for the entire 
concert and help with stage clearance and band room set-up afterward.  Roll will be taken only when the 
directors have agreed that all work is completed.   
 

• After School/Extra Rehearsals (20%) 
Attendance at all after school and extra rehearsals (marching band included) is required.  Excused 
absences will follow the normal school day attendance policy.  A grade will be assigned to each rehearsal.  
Students should be in their seat with their instruments assembled on time, prepared with required 
materials, and ready to rehearse selected parts of the music.  Students are expected to be focused and on 
task in the rehearsal for the entire period.   

 
Final Course Grade calculation: 
 
 1st Quarter Grade:  2/9 
 2nd Quarter Grade:  2/9 
 3rd Quarter Grade:  2/9 
 4th Quarter Grade:  2/9 
 Final Exam Grade:  1/9 
 
PERFORMANCE ATTENDANCE 

 
Performance absences will be handled on a case by case basis in relation to the following general policy: 

 
Excused Absence 
Excused absences from performances will be granted for personal illness or family emergencies.  No make-up 
assignment will be required. Students will not earn or lose points for the missed performance.  A written note or 
email from the parent is required. 

 
Conditionally Excused Absence 
Every attempt should be made to enable the student to perform in the concert. The performance calendar is 
provided in advance for your planning purposes.  Parents, please do your best to plan ahead to ensure the best 
experience for your child.  However, a student may be granted a conditionally excused absence in limited 
instances to be determined on a case by case basis. 

 
Advance notification of any absence from a performance is required.  Parents, please provide notification as far in 
advance as possible.   

 
A student who is granted a conditionally excused absence from a performance will be required to perform all of 
the material for the missed performance, and will coordinate with the director to arrange the make up for the 
missed performance. 

 
Unexcused Absence 
Unexcused absences will be determined in accordance with the Oakton High School policy. An unexcused 
absence will result in a failing grade. 

 
Tardiness 
Please allow extra time for traffic.  Plan ahead, remember the old saying, “to be early is on time and to be on time 
is late.”  Be considerate of your fellow performers and be at the performance early.  For extreme tardiness, please 
provide a note from your parent. 
 



From the Oakton handbook: 

EXCUSED ABSENCES/TARDIES 
For purposes of credit and grading, reasons for excused absences include: illness of the student, death in the 
family, medical or dental appointment, personal religious obligations, or other reasons acceptable to the principal 
or his designee according to regulation 2601.23P. The current version of Regulation 2234 provides additional 
details. Please note that the principal may require a physician’s note in cases of chronic or long-term 
illness. Parents and students are encouraged to prearrange excused absences. (FCPS Reg. 2234)  

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES/TARDIES/SKIPPING CLASS  
Reasons for unexcused absences may include family and /or student vacations, child care situations, non-school 
related activities, missed school bus, most cases that involve private transportation, or other reasons unacceptable 
to the principal or his or her designee. Skipping class may result in disciplinary consequences according to the 
OHS Attendance Policy  

OAKTON HIGH SCHOOL HONOR CODE 

Oakton High School Honor Code Mission Statement 
Oakton High School is a school of honor.  In order to cultivate ethical practices for life-long learning, students 
will gain an understanding that their word and their work have real meaning.  To avoid compromising standards 
of integrity, students will communicate with their teachers to clarify expectations for ethical practices. 
 
Cheating, Copying, and Plagiarism 
Plagiarism involves taking the words or ideas of another (including materials available on the Internet) and 
presenting them without giving credit to the source, thereby suggesting that the words or ideas are the student’s 
own.  Work containing ANY plagiarized material is subject to sanction. 
 
Some assignments will be submitted to Blackboard’s Safe Assign or a similar plagiarism checker. 
 
Cheating in class, copying homework assignments and plagiarizing will result in student, parental and 
administrative notification.  Suspected violations of the Honor Code will be reviewed by the Oakton High School 
Honor Council. Violations will be recorded into the student’s SASI file and consequences for offenses as 
specified in the Honor Code will be imposed.  Depending on the number of violations, consequences may include 
not receiving credit for an assignment; coaches and club sponsors being notified of the violation; probation or 
dismissal from an Honor Society; not being able to run for an SGA position or participate in  Student Leadership; 
Saturday school; and or out of school suspension or suspension from extra-curricular activities. 
 
Honor Pledge           
Students will abide by and (upon the teacher’s discretion), sign the following pledge when completing tests or 
assignments: 
 
“Integrity far outweighs any grade I could receive because it is a true representation of my character.  In order to 
respect myself, I pledge to only put forth work that is my own and will encourage my peers to do the same.” 
 

 
 
 



CLASSROOM RULES & EXPECTATIONS: 
 
Instruments and Equipment  

• Students are to be prepared each day with the proper instrument, accessories and music. 
Classroom Etiquette  

• A positive attitude and professionalism 
• Come to class prepared, with all needed supplies 
• To leave the classroom, students must have director permission and use the designated hall pass. 
• Students must be in the room by the time the tardy bell rings.  Three unexcused tardies will result in after 

school detention and six unexcused tardies will result in a referral. 
• According to OHS Personal Device Usage policy cell phones must be turned off during all band 

rehearsals.  If you phone is confiscated it will be deposited with the class administrator if they are used in 
class. 

• General disruptive behavior disciplinary procedures 
1 First Warning 
2 Second Warning with parent phone call 
3 After School Detention with parent phone call 
4 Referral to administrator 

Emergencies  
• In case of emergency, follow directions given by the teachers. 
• For fire drills, file out quietly and wait for the teacher to call roll. 
• For evacuations, file out quietly and wait for the teacher to call roll and give directions. 
• For tornado drills, file into the hallway quietly and assume the protective position.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OAKTON HIGH SCHOOL BAND 2014-2015     
Dr. Jamie VanValkenburg 

SYLLABUS SIGNATURE PAGE  
(To be completed and returned to Dr. VanValkenburg) 

 
 
__________________________________________ ____________________________ 
Print Student Name      Band Class 
 
 
I have read and understand the following policies for BAND.       (Please initial each.) 
 
 
__________ __________ GOALS/OBJECTIVES 
Student  Parent 
 
__________ __________ GRADING POLICY 
Student  Parent 
 
__________ __________ ATTENDANCE POLICIES 
Student  Parent 
 
__________ __________ CLASSROOM RULES & EXPECTATIONS 
Student  Parent 
 
__________ __________ TA ADDENDUM (TAs ONLY) 
Student  Parent 
 
 
___________________________________________ ____________________________ 
Student Signature      Date 
 
 
___________________________________________ ____________________________ 
Parent Signature      Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due by Monday, September 15, 2014 


