












W.T. Woodson HS Choral Department Syllabus 
♪    2014-2015    ♪ 

Instructor: 
Michael Ehrlich, Director 
mlehrlich@fcps.edu 
Office: Room E146E 
Phone: 703 503-4667 
 
Class Expectations 

1.  All food and drinks are to be finished BEFORE entering the room. 
  All unfinished snacks should be placed in your backpack or thrown away. 
  No open containers of soft drinks, juice, etc. are allowed in the room.  
  Water is allowed during class. In fact, it’s encouraged! 
2. No gum or candy at any time, unless given permission. 
3. All students are to be seated with music and pencil when the 2nd bell rings. 
4. Remain quiet during attendance and all announcements. 
  This includes PA announcements, Pledge, and Moment of Silence. 
5. Quiet and focused rehearsals are essential. This allows the director to do  
  his work, which is to help you. 
6. All cell phones are to be turned off during class and after school rehearsals. 
          All cell phones & other devices will be stored in your backpacks. 
7. Students are to remain at their seats throughout the rehearsal. 
8. Mark your music in pencil as instructions are being given. 
9. If you have a question, raise your hand. Please do not call out. 
10. Inappropriate language is not acceptable. 
11. Respectful behavior toward teachers, students, parents, and all guests. 
12. Your level of participation directly affects the ensemble. This is a team  
  effort. 
13. A cooperative and positive attitude is necessary to ensure our success.  
14.  Demand more of yourself. Go the extra mile for the good of the group. 
15. Always do the right thing!  

 

 



After School Rehearsal Policy 
After school rehearsals are a part of your grade. These rehearsals are an important aspect in 
achieving our goals.  The following guidelines are to be followed: 

1. All students are to be in the rehearsal area, seated or standing as the case may be, ready to 
begin on time.  All students should arrive at least 5 minutes before the actual starting time. 
The start time is NOT the arrival time.  

2. If you must meet with a teacher to make up work or take a test on the day of an after school 
rehearsal, you are to see Mr. Ehrlich first to receive a pass to take to the teacher.  You may 
see Mr. Ehrlich during break or lunch.  Please do not wait until after school.  This will allow 
you to go directly to your teacher. You must have this pass in order to have an excused tardy 
for a rehearsal. 

3. If you have an after school sports practice, come to rehearsal first and Mr. Ehrlich will give 
you a pass to go to practice after rehearsal is finished.  You must remain for the entire 
rehearsal.  It is important that you inform your coach ahead of time of your after school 
rehearsal.  

If you have a game, please submit a note, signed by a parent/guardian, to Mr. Ehrlich at least 
1 day ahead of time. Please type all notes. See grading policy for excused absences. 

4. SCHEDULE DOCTOR APPOINTMENTS for days other than after school rehearsals.   

5. Work is not an excused absence from an after school rehearsal. 

6. If there is an unavoidable conflict, it must be submitted in writing to Mr.  
Ehrlich at least 1 day ahead of time. This note must be signed by a parent/guardian.  Please 
type all notes.  See grading  policy for excused absences. 

7. In case of an emergency, please call the choral office and leave a message. A note, signed by a 
parent/guardian, must be turned in to Mr. Ehrlich your next day in school.  Mr. Ehrlich’s 
office # is: 703-503-4667. 

  
 

***IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU FOLLOW THE ABOVE GUIDELINES*** 

 

 



Concert Policy and Procedure 

 
1. All students are to be seated in the assigned area by the appointed time.    
  Arrive at least 10 minutes ahead of time. 
  If you are early, you are on time. If you are on time, you're late! 

2.       Students are to arrive in FULL uniform.  ALL uniform parts are to be worn.    
  Shirt tucked in, vests and ties on.  
  Ladies: Hair is done and pearls/necklace are on!   Sheer black hose or knee-highs. 
  Men:  Black socks and black polishable dress style shoe  
  Everyone should be completely ready to go! 

Dresses: HEMMED 2 INCHES from the floor with your chorus shoes on 
Pants: HEMMED so that the pants have a small break at the top of the shoe 

 
3. If you have a uniform problem, you are to arrive 30 minutes before report  
  time. 

4. Students are to remain quiet and focused in the warm-up area.  

5. The only accepted reasons for an excused absence from a concert are:  
A. Illness  B. Family Emergency    C. Pre-arranged absence 

Please call the choral office if you are sick or in case of an emergency:   
703-503-4667 

6. Students are expected to follow proper concert etiquette during the  
  concert. 

7. All students are to remain for the entire concert. 

8. Students are to remain in full uniform after the performance.  This includes shirts 
tucked in and vests and ties on.  You may change when you get home.   
 

**As always, your cooperation is greatly appreciated!** 

 

 



Learning Seminars / Cav Time 

Learning Seminars (9:05 – 9:46) are intended to provide opportunities for clarification, 
intervention and review. Teachers will not be presenting new material at this time.  

Cav Time (9:51 – 10:32) is intended for students to study, complete homework and or 
receive additional support from teachers. Students may obtain flip flop passes in advance to 
meet with a different teacher; however, students may not flip into PE. 

Honor Code and Honor Council 

Honor Code and Honor Council 

Woodson High School strives to produce students who act, at all times, in a manner that 
demonstrates honor and integrity. Any suspected incidents of cheating, plagiarism, or fraud 
will be referred to the Honor Council. Students found in violation will be subject to the 
consequences as outlined in the Honor Code. For more information, please refer to the 
Honor Code and Honor Council Procedures 
at: http://www.fcps.edu/woodsonhs/academics/ai_honorcode.html  

Expectations 
1.  Knowledge of musical terminology and spelling 
2.  Correct diction (All languages) 
3.  Intonation (in tune/out of tune) 
4.  Precision of rhythm 
5.  Correct phrasing (as prescribed) 
6.  Discernment of style (as prescribed) 
7.  Posture 
8.  Memorization of music 
9.  Correct tone production (regardless of vocal beauty) 
10.  Singing appropriate part correctly, independently 
11.  Correct breathing 
12.  Sight-singing at appropriate level 
13.  Timely completion of assigned work and meeting deadlines 
14.  Proper care and use of music, folder, equipment and uniform 
15.  Adherence to correct performance attire and decorum 
16.  Attendance and punctuality at all rehearsals and performances 

 

 

http://www.fcps.edu/woodsonhs/academics/ai_honorcode.html


Grading Policy 
The Fairfax County Public School Course Description includes the following statement: 
Students are required to participate in rehearsal and in some public performances during 
school and OUT-of-SCHOOL time.  Ample notification of after school rehearsals and 
performances are printed in the department calendar.  
Parents and students are expected to cooperate with the schedule for the success of all 
rehearsals and concerts.  One student’s absence does affect the ensemble!  
m 
♫Excused rehearsal: Practice all music after school in the chorus room within 1 week of the 
missed rehearsal. An additional assignment may be given.  Students are expected to make up 
the amount of time equal to the length of the rehearsal.  

♫Excused performance: Sing ALL concert music for Mr. Ehrlich. 
The student must find other students of differing voice parts to sing with them for an 
excused absence from a concert.  All voice parts of the particular choir must be included.  
Make-up dates will be scheduled at Mr. Ehrlich’s discretion.  An additional assignment will 
be given. Students are expected to make up the amount of time equal to the length of the 
concert.  

 
Excused rehearsals or performances are accepted for the following reasons: 
      1. Illness      

2. Family emergencies  
          3. Unavoidable conflicts, such as a pre-arranged absence 
 

Schedule doctors’ appointments for times other than after-school rehearsals and 
performances.  Work, homework, etc. is not an excused absence…. Plan ahead! Advance 
notice is required whenever possible. It must be in writing and signed by a parent/guardian. 

 
DAILY EVALUATION CHECKLIST: 

I. 5 points- Demonstrates superior work in daily rehearsals 
  4 points- Demonstrates above average work in daily rehearsals 
  3 points- Demonstrates average work in daily rehearsals 
  2 points- Demonstrates below average work in daily rehearsals 
  1 point-  Demonstrates poor work in daily rehearsals 

II. 5 points- Is able to work effectively with teacher and classmates 
                   (Can work independently and as a leader) 
  4 points- Is able to work effectively with teacher and classmates 
                 (Can work independently when needed) 
  3 points- Experiences a little difficulty working with teacher and   classmates 
                   (Has difficulty working in a section) 
  2 points- Experiences much difficulty working with the teacher and classmates 
                   (Needs supervision often)   

1 point-  Is unable to work with the teacher and class 
                  (Unable to work independently or in a section) 

 



III. 5 points- Has correct music and pencil at all times. Is attentive and on time  
  4 points- Has correct music and pencil regularly. Is attentive and on time 
  3 points- Is without correct music and pencil at times. Is inattentive and late  
  2 points- Is regularly without correct music and pencil. Is inattentive and late 
  1 point-  Is consistently without correct music and pencil. Is always inattentive and late. 

IV. 5 points- Demonstrates superior knowledge of music skills and sight singing (level  
                                                                                                                                   appropriate) 
  4 points- Demonstrates above average knowledge of music skills and sight-singing   

3 points- Demonstrates average knowledge of music skills and sight-singing   
  2points-  Demonstrates below average knowledge of music skills and sight-singing  
  1 point-  Demonstrates little/or no knowledge of music skills and sight-singing 
 
Points will be awarded on a weekly basis using the above rubric. 
Included in the quarterly grade will be the following: 

Co-Curricular rehearsals- 50 points;   
Concerts -100 points;   
Sight-Singing Quizes/Written Quizes-35 points 
 
Quarter grades are determined as follows: The total points a student has earned is divided by 
the total points available to arrive at a percentage.  Ex: 380 points earned out of a possible 
400. 380/400=95, which is an A. 

The final grade at the end of the year will combine the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th quarter grades. 
The total will be divided by 4 to determine the final grade. 

Ex: 1st quarter: 89= B+   2nd quarter: 93= A        3rd quarter: 95= A   4th quarter: 96= A 
Total for all 4 quarters:  383    383/400= 95.75, which is an A. 

Grades will be weighted as follows: 

Participation in class- 45%---Concerts-25%---Co-Curricular Rehearsals-15% 

Sight-Singing-10%--Homework—5% 

 

Fairfax County Public Schools Grading Policy 

A (93-100) = 4.0       A- (90-92) = 3.7       B+ (87-89) = 3.3      B   (83-86) = 3.0  
B- (80-82) = 2.7        C+ (77-79) = 2.3         C   (73-76) = 2.0        C- (70-72) = 1.7     D+ (67-
69) = 1.3       D (64-66) = 1.0           F (below 64) = 0.0 
 

 

READ & SIGN THE AGREEMENT FORM, WHICH WAS 
INCLUDED IN YOUR CHORUS PACKET 


